


Sullivan ((Gaston in Beauty and the
Beast, Julian Marsh in 42nd Street), and
Rob Estes (primetime shows include
Women's Murder Club and CSI: Miami).
And since his sister Ellen is a longtime
supporter as well as performer, John
Travolta has been known to participate
in Summer Theatre fundraisers.

The theater company moved to its
current home, Schuler Auditorium, in
199Q. Located at North ldaho College,
the 1,174-scat facilicy boasts state-of-
the-art sound and lighting systems. The
productions are accompanied by full
Broadway orchestrations performed by
talented regional musicians.

Although the organization was previ-
ously struccured as a repertory company,
in which cast inembers did evervthing

from building sets to executing lighining-

fast scene changes and performing in all
four shows, each musical now is treated
separately, with the “rinciral actors hired
on a per-show basis. The chorus is still
cast locally.

But when guest director Gary John
La Rosa (25-vear vereran director/cho-
reographer) staged 2003’s Fiddler On
The Roof, he had to import more ousside
talent than usual, since his show had an
extraordinarily large cast of both adulrs
and children.

One child performer in particular
was nine-year-old Jeremy Gable, who
made his onstage debut in 1991 The
King and I. Gable staved for = 1 summers.
“Growing up working ar thai theater
definirely helped me o get to where
[ am now says the arcistic direcior

of an alternative storetront theater in

California. “Not to mencion the dis-
cipline needed in getring together a
quality production in two weeks, which
iniluenced my work ethic in all tuture
endeavors. It was the best summer job
an aspiring actor could ask for.

Accomplished alum and Broadway
performer/composer/lyricist Harry Turpin
says, “Wirth such a diverse group of
people coming together to do what they
love to do, vou can’t help but feel the
positive energy.”

Audience attendance echoes that
enthusiasm. Artistic director Welch states
that from 1990 ro 2007 admission has sky-
rocketed to 40,000 “We expect to break
all records with our 2008 summer season.”

he Idaho hills are literally alive witl
the sound of music. Not to mention a

tap-dance or two. [

Past productions of Coeur d’Alene Summer Theater have included Beauty and the Beast (top left), Chicago (bottom left), Annie (below)
and Thoroughly Modern Millie (below right).
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